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MAN Truck & Bus is one of Europe's leading commercial vehicle manufacturers and providers of transport solutions with an annual sales revenue of around 13.7 billion euros (2024). The company’s product portfolio includes trucks and buses/coaches with diesel and zero-emission drives, vans, diesel and gas engines along with services related to passenger and cargo transport. MAN Truck & Bus is a company of TRATON GROUP and employs approx. 33,000 people worldwide. 
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Brand flagship NEOPLAN Skyliner debuts at Busworld as a state-of-the-art ‘Auwärter Edition’
· NEOPLAN Skyliner has been a champion of climate control, efficiency and safety for 58 years
· Exclusive ‘Auwärter Edition’ to mark Konrad Auwärter's 85th birthday and the brand's 90th anniversary
· Trade fair premiere at Busworld Europe in Brussels
· Digital cockpit and smart electronics set the benchmark in the double-decker segment
· Advanced assistance systems, including MAN SafeStop Assist, ensure maximum safety and comfort
· Efficient drive technology with the latest generation MAN D26 engine makes the Skyliner the climate-friendly choice for coach travel

The NEOPLAN Skyliner is a four-metre-high double-decker that makes an extremely impressive appearance at first glance – with its aerodynamic ‘sharp cut’ design, it has also become the flagship and icon of the premium brand NEOPLAN since 1967. In 58 years, around 5,550 vehicles have been delivered to customers all over the world – from the NASA shuttle at Cape Canaveral to a motorhome for an Arab royal family and a tour bus used by the Kelly Family in the 1990s. The new limited edition Skyliner ‘Auwärter Edition’, which will celebrate its trade fair premiere at Busworld Europe in October 2025, combines nostalgic design elements with state-of-the-art technology. It impresses with eye-catching ‘retro-look’ decals, elegant interior details and high-quality features such as aluminium rims, a large kitchen and a spacious toilet. The special model features a digital cockpit with MAN SmartSelect, innovative assistance systems such as MAN SafeStop Assist and a highly efficient drive system with an advanced MAN D26 engine and EfficientCruise 3 gearshift programme – an attractive overall package for greater safety, efficiency and comfort.


Sustainable travel: top marks for CO2 emissions
The Skyliner is not only the top of the NEOPLAN model range, it is also a triple champion in the important disciplines of climate protection, efficiency and safety. Due to its high capacity, which makes maximum use of the physical limits of the vehicle concept, there is hardly a more sustainable way of travelling on the road. With up to 83 (travel version) or 96 (long-distance version ‘Skyliner Express’) passengers, modern MAN drive technology makes it possible to reduce CO2 emissions per passenger kilometre to well below ten grams – a top value that has also been confirmed by independent tests. With up to eleven cubic metres of luggage space, the double-decker offers more storage space than other competitors (at least 132 litres of storage space per passenger in the travel version, around 115 litres in the ‘Express’ version). In addition, the low-floor lower deck with space for up to two wheelchairs makes it ideal for the booming long-distance services in Europe.
Two current customer examples from Europe clearly illustrate the importance of this area of application: with a total of nine high-quality NEOPLAN Skyliner models, the Estonian company ‘Lux Express’ can upgrade its highly frequented route between the Estonian capital Tallinn and Tartu, 180 kilometres away, with 500 seats per day – in the truest sense of the word: Passengers can enjoy exclusive 2+1 seating on the upper deck, while generous table monitors are installed throughout the bus. The Portuguese company Simply, which connects the north of the country with the southern parts on behalf of Flixbus SE, is also relying on the NEOPLAN Skyliner as its long-distance bus model for the first time. Two buses, each with 80 seats and state-of-the-art equipment, are strengthening the fleet on this new and important route.

Limited edition Skyliner ‘Auwärter Edition’ to mark the anniversary
To mark the 85th birthday of Konrad Auwärter and the 90th anniversary of the NEOPLAN brand, the company is presenting a limited edition of 30 ‘Auwärter Edition’ buses at the Busworld Europe trade fair in Brussels. This edition stands out above all for its classic ‘stainless steel plank’ design with the stylised Auwärter wing, which adorned both the front masks and the factory buildings of the traditional brand and its vehicles – as it still does today at the Auwärter car park in Pilsting. These design features are complemented by high-quality aluminium rims with 315/70 R 22.5 tyres. Comparably elegant details are also evident in the cockpit and the high-quality interior. In addition, elegant stainless steel and wood-effect details from the NEOPLAN Individual collection have been incorporated. In addition to the optional driver's bunk at door 2, the Skyliner offers a practical storage space (‘pantry’) directly adjacent to the large L-shaped kitchen with access from both inside and outside, as well as a particularly spacious toilet on the lower deck. The experts in bus modification at the Ankara plant are responsible for this high-quality carpentry work. Other features of the new edition include the modern OptiView mirror replacement system and the Lane Return Assist and MAN SafeStop Assist assistance systems – for greater safety and comfort on the road.

Digital cockpit for absolute driver orientation
With the new electronics platform, which has been used in all MAN and NEOPLAN buses since the 2024 model year, a completely new cockpit is making its way into the vehicles – and thus also into the NEOPLAN Skyliner. The smart digital cockpit impresses drivers and bus industry experts alike: the Busworld Organisation already honoured it with the ‘Digital Award’ in 2023. Especially in the coach versions with the innovative MAN SmartSelect operating system, the new cockpits feature a redesigned driver's workplace that meets the highest ergonomic standards and is individually adapted for NEOPLAN models in the Colour & Trim concept. In the centre of the driver-oriented console, in conjunction with the high-quality MMC Advanced infotainment system with navigation (standard in the NEOPLAN Skyliner), the new SmartSelect control panel is used, which is optimally accessible for the driver and has a stabilising function with the new, foldable palm rest.

Advanced assistance systems for greater safety and comfort
The updates since the 2024 model year include a whole range of new and enhanced assistance and safety systems, such as radar-based turning and lane change assistance, intelligent speed assistance (ISA) and the new collision warning and emergency brake assist EBA+ with pedestrian detection using sensor fusion. These state-of-the-art features are based on the enhanced technical capabilities of the new electronics platform or new hardware options, some of which are being used in a European double-decker bus for the first time.
One of the most significant innovations is the intelligent MAN SafeStop Assist, which comes as standard in the Auwärter Edition and is available as an option for all Skyliner models – unique in the European double-decker segment. The active intervention system detects when the driver is no longer able to actively control the bus due to unconsciousness or similar events. In such an emergency, MAN SafeStop Assist can automatically and controlledly brake the vehicle to a standstill within the limits of the system. In this way, it makes a significant contribution to reducing the potential danger posed by a driverless vehicle and enables faster first aid to be provided to the driver in the event of a medical emergency.
Modern MAN and NEOPLAN buses offer the electronically assisted steering system MAN ComfortSteering. It makes steering significantly more relaxed and comfortable by supplementing the hydraulic system with the additional steering torque of an electric motor. Lane Return Assist is also available for the Skyliner, the only European double-decker bus to offer this feature: The lane return assistant supports the driver in staying in lane at speeds of 60 km/h and above by actively steering the vehicle back into lane if the lane marking is unintentionally crossed – a very important assistance system, as veering off the road is one of the most common causes of serious bus accidents.

Advanced D26 coach engine and MAN EfficientCruise 3
The same principle has always applied to all modern MAN combustion engines: maximum efficiency is the top priority in development. This also applies to the further developed MAN D26 coach engine in Euro 6e emission quality for the 2024 model year, which scores with fuel savings and increased performance. Despite an increase of ten horsepower and around 50 Newton metres more torque at peak, the sophisticated 12.4-litre engine now consumes up to 2.5 per cent less fuel overall. The impressive performance data for the NEOPLAN Skyliner is as follows: Power output of 382 kW / 520 hp at 1,800 rpm, maximum torque of 2,650 Nm at 930–1,350 rpm, making it best in class in the double-decker segment, as well as optional B100 operation (standard: B7) and HVO compatibility.
The new D26 power units for the Skyliner will continue to be paired with the latest version of the automated 12-speed MAN TipMatic gearbox. MAN has further developed the EfficientCruise topographical gearshift programme for the gearbox. The third generation of this intelligent, GPS-based gearshift programme reduces fuel consumption by up to one per cent compared to the previous system. The update takes even greater account of the topography of the route and now also incorporates infrastructural influences such as accidents, exits or roundabouts up to three kilometres in advance into the sophisticated algorithm. The system then automatically determines the most economical driving style in terms of speed, traffic conditions and gear-shifting strategy.
Special model as a tribute to Konrad Auwärter – the ‘inventor’ of the modern double-decker coach
On 24 August, Konrad Auwärter celebrated his 85th birthday – and on this day, the Skyliner Auwärter Edition made its first appearance in Pilsting, Lower Bavaria. In 1940, Dr. Ing. h.c. Konrad Auwärter was born in Stuttgart as the second son of master wheelwright Gottlob Auwärter, who had founded Gottlob Auwärter GmbH & Co. KG in Stuttgart-Möhringen five years earlier, thereby laying the foundation for what still defines the legendary ‘NEOPLAN spirit’ today: driving automotive progress with passion and innovative ideas. In 1955, Konrad Auwärter began an apprenticeship as a motor vehicle mechanic in his parents' business. From 1962 to 1964, he studied at the Engineering School for Car Body and Vehicle Construction in Hamburg. With his thesis on ‘Double-decker buses’, he provided the impetus for the extensive and successful range of double-decker buses, the touring versions of which became known as NEOPLAN Skyliner from 1967 onwards. From 1965, he headed the repair department in the family business before taking over the management of the second NEOPLAN plant in Pilsting, Lower Bavaria, in 1973.
‘To this day, Konrad Auwärter and his life's work are inextricably linked to our premium brand NEOPLAN,’ says Heinz Kiess, Head of Product Marketing Bus at MAN Truck & Bus, adding: ‘On behalf of the entire MAN and NEOPLAN family, we congratulate him on his 85th birthday with this attractive special model and wish him all the best! The history of NEOPLAN and also that of the Skyliner would be unthinkable without his expertise and unbridled passion for automobiles.’
The success of the NEOPLAN brand is due to numerous innovations in product development and forward-looking ideas combined with uncompromising customer focus – from the invention of the double-decker coach to the use of passenger-friendly low-floor technology and fuel cells, to the development of the 15-metre class and the high-deck design. ‘The entire bus industry and, above all, the customer have benefited from the important impetus that NEOPLAN has repeatedly provided,’ says Kiess, adding: ‘To this day, the NEOPLAN brand with its premium coaches is synonymous with innovation, exclusivity and design.’
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