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MAN Truck & Bus is one of Europe's leading commercial vehicle manufacturers and providers of transport solutions with an annual sales revenue of around 13.7 billion euros (2024). The company’s product portfolio includes trucks and buses/coaches with diesel and zero-emission drives, vans, diesel and gas engines along with services related to passenger and cargo transport. MAN Truck & Bus is a company of TRATON GROUP and employs approx. 33,000 people worldwide. 
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Sustainable travel: Europe's first eCoach comes from MAN
· Launch of the new ‘Generation E’ of modern e-coaches
· Modern design for optimised aerodynamics
· Powerful and efficient electric drive with modular battery packs
· Range of up to 650 kilometres under optimal conditions for many areas of application
· Comprehensive solutions for the switch to eMobility in passenger transport

MAN Truck & Bus is the first major European manufacturer to launch a fully electric coach: the Lion's Coach E. Following the success of the Lion's City E family for urban and interurban use, with almost 3,000 e-buses produced since 2019, the company is now focusing on the electrification of coach transport at an early stage. MAN is using the proven drive technology from its successful series-produced eTruck and innovative NMC battery packs, which are manufactured in large series at its Nuremberg plant. The Lion's Coach E has a usable energy capacity of 320 to 480 kWh with a range of up to 650 kilometres. Its smart design concept significantly reduces the drag coefficient (Cw value) to a level comparable to that of compact SUVs. Europe's first eCoach also leaves nothing to be desired in terms of space: up to 63 passengers can travel in comfort – with no restrictions on luggage volume compared to its diesel counterpart. The Lion's Coach E will celebrate its premiere at the ‘Busworld Europe’ trade fair in Brussels. Production of the first vehicles is planned for 2026 at the Turkish plant in Ankara. At the start of series production, an ‘early fleet’ will be delivered to selected pioneer customers in the core European markets.
‘Our eCoach heralds a new era of emission-free and low-noise travel that many customers have been waiting for. We are delighted to be at the forefront of this development and to be putting such a dynamic and innovative bus on the road,’ says Barbaros Oktay, Head of Bus at MAN Truck & Bus.

MAN eCoach follows consistent zero-emission strategy
In order to protect the environment and climate, MAN is working with its customers to promote sustainable mobility. The company pursues a clear zero-emission strategy and has already been successfully operating the Lion's City E family for urban and interurban transport for six years. A total of 670 electric buses were sold in the first half of 2025 alone, which corresponds to more than 50 per cent of the city buses sold by MAN in Europe. Consequently, MAN also has its sights set on the electrification of passenger transport. The MAN Lion's Coach E meets both society's demands for climate protection and customer requirements for sustainable passenger transport.

Wide range of applications
In the first stage of developing the vehicle and public charging infrastructure with a range of up to 650 kilometres under favourable conditions, the MAN Lion's Coach E will be used primarily for short and medium-distance journeys. This could include shuttle services, factory transport and city trips, as well as exclusive tourism offers with growing sustainability requirements. With a CCS charging capacity of up to 375 kilowatts in conjunction with the statutory driving and rest times for drivers, a similar application profile to that of a diesel bus is already possible today. With the megawatt charging infrastructure (Megawatt Charging System, MCS, up to 750 kW) already in development, the areas of application for electric buses are set to expand increasingly towards long-distance travel in the future – even without daily recharging.

Proven vehicle concept
With years of experience in the successful series production of electric city buses, MAN is now putting an eCoach on the road. Here, too, the company has clearly opted for battery-electric drive, not least because of its massive efficiency advantages, which are up to three times greater than those of technologies using hydrogen as an energy source. The basic concept of the eCoach is based on the packaging of the proven Lion's Coach. In the first step, it will be launched as a 13.9-metre-long, compact three-axle vehicle with a technically permissible maximum gross weight of 27.3 tonnes. Thanks to the three-axle vehicle's large weight reserves, there is sufficient space for one or two optional battery packs in front of the rear axle – in addition to the four standard packs in the rear of the bus – without unduly restricting the luggage compartment. There is a minimum of 11 cubic metres of luggage space for the maximum 63 passengers, and a maximum of 13 cubic metres (including around two cubic metres in the luggage racks). This means around 180 or 215 litres of space per passenger. There are therefore no restrictions on the number of passenger seats compared to the diesel counterpart.
In order to put an attractive model range on the road, MAN is starting with the electric Lion's Coach 14 E three-axle vehicle and will gradually roll out further models in the coach segment until the turn of the decade. The medium-term goal here is to achieve cost parity with diesel buses through lower energy, maintenance and repair costs. In addition, the eCoach can be seen as a real opportunity for coach tourism, especially for reaching new target groups for whom sustainability also plays an important role in travel planning. While the average CO2 emissions of 30 grams per passenger kilometre for diesel coaches are already very low today, these can be reduced to zero emissions with electric coaches.

Dynamic MAN-Design 
With its forward-looking ‘Smart Flow Design’, the MAN eCoach sets new standards and makes the “newcomer” instantly recognisable as a very special coach. The new Lion's Coach E combines smart design with aerodynamic efficiency and innovative details – simply ‘Smart Flow’. The design is more than just an evolution of the tried and tested – it is rather a consistent further development of the coach aesthetics that have characterised the MAN brand for decades. The characteristic design language of MAN buses has been further developed and complemented with modern accents. These include a new, dynamic ‘brand face’, an aerodynamically optimised rear design and an innovatively interpreted B-pillar look in combination with striking roof overhangs. 
The front end of an MAN coach always has a special significance – not least because of the emphasis on the front section in the form of a pronounced B-pillar. However, the first impression the observer gets is always the ‘face’ of the vehicle. And this is particularly striking in the new Lion's Coach E. Starting with the characteristic blue ‘feature lines’ for the ‘eyebrows’ of the modern front headlights, the design continues in the same way downwards with the chrome strip featuring the MAN lion below the windscreen. The strikingly curved light signature of the standard LED headlights is echoed in the new design of the front corners, which now form a sharp light edge instead of a simple curve as before. Stylised air intakes filled with black emphasise the brand's signature ‘lion's gaze’ and form a kind of air deflector, behind which the fog lights are mounted almost unnoticed. 
Just as charismatic as the front end is the new aluminium wing on the B-pillar, long known at MAN as the ‘blade’. Instead of tapering off in a continuous curve towards the roof edge as before, it now extends to the new ‘eHeadnote’ with the model name, before bending boldly forward – similar in appearance to a protective motorcycle helmet. This ‘eHeadnote’ was already introduced in 2019 with the Lion's City E and serves as a brand signature that continues through the delicate blue feature line above the side windows to the rear. Another special feature is that the upper section of the ‘blade’ is three-dimensional, as the cladding of the modern and climate-friendly CO2 air conditioning system is significantly narrower than the body of the vehicle and now extends much further back to approximately the centre of the vehicle. This three-dimensionality emphasises the protective impression of the ‘blade’ and gives the roof overhangs a particularly striking appearance.
The aerodynamic fine-tuning of the exterior by the MAN design team has significantly reduced the drag coefficient (Cw value), which is important for coaches and also has a positive effect on range. This is mainly attributable to the new ‘aero rear’ – in three ways. Firstly, the upper roof spoiler has been extended and aerodynamically optimised to provide a defined trailing edge for the airflow. The same purpose is served by the rear corners, which extend far back and are finished with a subtle light edge. However, the most visually striking feature of the designers' work is that the rear window area above the MAN logo is set further back relative to the tailgate, clearly separating the ‘passenger compartment’ and ‘technical compartment’ functional areas. At the same time, the black logo area moves further upwards and gains three-dimensionality and presence thanks to the inwardly tapered tailgate. The aim of this visually striking sculptural rear design is to reduce the rear cross-sectional area and thus also the area of negative pressure in the turbulent air directly behind the vehicle. The OptiView mirror replacement system in typical MAN design also contributes to these optimum aerodynamic values. 
The electrifying signature of the Lion's Coach E is also evident in a number of details in the interior. Subtle applications in the typical blue colour adorn the cockpit, the bow cabinet and the barriers in front of the first row of seats. The icing on the cake, so to speak, are the new six-spoke wheel trims, which also feature the distinctive blue outlines.


Powerful and emission-free drive 
MAN coaches impress not least with their powerful and efficient drive train, which efficiently supports the driver in his work and offers comfortable travel for passengers. MAN naturally also meets these high requirements with its first e-coach. The in-house MAN eCD330 electric motor used is a synchronous motor (PSM) that impresses with both its high power density and outstanding efficiency. PSM technology has clearly prevailed over asynchronous technology (ASM) and is also used in MAN's eTrucks. The central motor is installed in the centre under the rear battery pack, where it is rib-proof and easily accessible from below, and delivers its power to the proven axle differential. This drive concept, which has been in use for decades, ensures both optimum packaging and optimum robustness. The maximum drive and braking power of 330 kW (449 hp) is permanently available due to the motor characteristics and is available at 2,740 to 5,500 revolutions per minute. The maximum torque of around 20,000 Newton metres (at the wheel in fourth gear), an important value for the efficiency of the engine, is typically available from the first revolution. The engine is coupled with an automated four-speed MAN TipMatic 4 gearbox from our own production, which is characterised by very short load interruptions and barely noticeable gear changes, and guarantees optimum efficiency even at the high speeds of coaches. 
As befits a modern MAN eCoach, the electronics support both efficient acceleration and deceleration. This is achieved in at least four ways and can be controlled by the driver as desired: the two programmes ‘TipMatic Efficiency’ and ‘TipMatic Performance’ as well as the separately selectable functions “Sailing” and ‘One Pedal Drive’. With the power meter and energy balance display in the large digital display, the driver can also keep track of the effects of the individual settings at all times. 

New MAN BatteryPack from our own production
As with its entire eBus portfolio, MAN relies on a purely battery-electric drive for the eCoach. The nickel-manganese-cobalt oxide (NMC) lithium battery packs come from MAN's long-established site in Nuremberg, where the new battery production facility was recently inaugurated. The battery modules each store 89 kWh per pack and, of course, have been specially developed in terms of cell chemistry and design for use in commercial vehicles. They will be produced in large series at the Nuremberg plant from 2025. With their NMC cell chemistry and sophisticated temperature management, the battery packs offer high energy density in a compact design, long service life and fast charging – even with low residual battery charge and low outside temperatures. 
The battery capacity is distributed modularly across four to a maximum of six packs – for a range appropriate to the application – which means an installed energy capacity of 356 to 534 kWh for the Lion's Coach E, of which up to 90 per cent can be used thanks to an extended depth of discharge. Four battery packs are fitted as standard in the rear, and one or two additional batteries can be installed in front of the rear axle on request. The batteries and their production are integrated into a comprehensive safety concept and, of course, comply with the bus-specific rollover directive ECE-R66.02. The MAN battery management system (BMS) ensures that the batteries are always in optimum operating condition in terms of the charge status of the individual cells, voltage and current monitoring, optimum temperature regulation and insulation monitoring during charging and driving. For the first time, the battery passport required by the European Battery Directive (EU 2023/1542) from February 2027 will also be issued for a MAN electric bus at the start of production. It contains around 100 data points within seven categories such as ‘CO2 emissions’, “recycling” and ‘due diligence’ and can be easily read by the customer via a QR code. 

Smart electronics and digital cockpit
A modern e-coach is digitalised through and through. The MAN Lion’s Coach E naturally features the new electronics platform, which has been used in all MAN and NEOPLAN buses since the 2024 model year. The legal requirements for cybersecurity have also been implemented. The new cockpit with its intuitive MAN SmartSelect operating concept fits seamlessly into the Lion’s Coach E concept with its modern appearance. The digital instruments provide clear information about range, energy consumption, recuperation and battery status at all times, encouraging the driver to drive efficiently in an almost playful way. ‘The cockpit's absolute driver orientation, as well as the advanced assistance systems, ensure greater comfort and safety,’ says Heinz Kiess, Head of Product Marketing Bus at MAN Truck & Bus. 

Maximum safety with innovative assistance systems 
The MAN Lion's Coach E is one of the safest coaches of our time. This is not only due to the new safety and assistance systems that became mandatory with the European GSR B Directive 2024. In addition to the latest EBA+ emergency brake assist with pedestrian detection, these include AttentionGuard, active Lane Return Assist, speed limit recognition and much more. 
However, a real milestone is the new MAN SafeStop Assist assistance system, which is offered as standard in conjunction with ACC Stop & Go or MAN Traffic Jam Assist. This is based on the active intervention system recognising when the driver is no longer able to act. If an automatic warning cascade does not elicit any response from the driver, MAN SafeStop Assist initiates an emergency stop and brakes the bus to a standstill within the system limits in its own lane – even if it is winding – and activates the emergency lighting and hazard warning lights.
The safety of the high-performance batteries is of immense importance in the comprehensive safety concept of the Lion's Coach E. This starts with the stable safety cage, which is modelled on the bus's frame in terms of both design and materials and has also been extensively crash-optimised. It effectively prevents damage to the batteries in the event of a rear or side impact. If, despite all mechanical and electronic safety precautions, the batteries overheat, the gases produced are discharged through designated channels to the left side of the vehicle, where they cannot endanger passengers disembarking or those on the pavement. Components such as the electric motor, inverter and power electronics are protected by a fire alarm and extinguishing system, as in the conventional Lion's Coach.

Comprehensive solutions for the transition to eMobility 
While MAN Bus Development has been working intensively to make electric drives suitable for all areas of application and use in coaches, the MAN Transport Solutions team is already working continuously to prepare bus companies for the new era. After all, users also need to transform themselves on the way to the eCoach. MAN's holistic eMobility Consulting service provides support in this process. In addition to advising on the most suitable vehicle, this also includes consideration of customer-specific operating conditions, cost optimisation, route analysis, fleet optimisation and, based on this, the necessary advice on charging infrastructure. Additional support is provided by digital tools such as the MAN eManager, which allows fleet managers to keep track of important information on the charge status of all buses in the fleet. Beyond the product and its application, MAN is also committed to expanding the charging infrastructure: the TRATON GROUP has joined forces with Daimler Truck and the Volvo Group to form the Milence joint venture, with the aim of installing at least 1,700 high-performance charging points on or near motorways and service stations throughout Europe. 
Technical data MAN Lion’s Coach 14 E
	Length/ width/ height
	13,968 mm / 2,550 mm / 3,885 mm

	Wheelbase/ turning circle
	6.600/1.470 mm, 22.256 mm 


	Configuration
	Three-axle LHD/RHD

	Traction motor (electric motor)

	MAN eCD330 centrally mounted, permanently excited synchronous motor, continuous power max. 330 kW (449 hp); max. torque approx. 20,000 Nm (at the wheel in 4th gear, 
i = 2.28); Automated 4-speed gearbox MAN TipMatic 4

	Energy storage

	Modular lithium-ion battery system (NMC chemistry), 4-6 packs installed in the rear / in front of the front axle; usable capacity 320 to 480 kWh

	Charging system/ power/ duration
	CCS plug with up to 375 kW charging power, approx. 1.5 hours charging time; prepared for MCS with 750 kW

	Range
	Up to 650 km under optimal conditions

	Air conditioning

	Heat pump air conditioning with CO2 refrigerant, max. cooling/heating capacity 35/25 kW; integrated battery heating/cooling with waste heat utilisation; auxiliary heating via three high-voltage heaters or heaters for liquid fuels (diesel/HVO/biodiesel, optional)

	Capacities (seats/ luggage)
	Max. 63+1+1 seats; 11 to 13 m3 luggage volume

	Safety systems
	ABS/ASR, ESP+, emergency brake assist with pedestrian detection EBA+, lane departure warning system, MAN SafeStop Assist, lane change support and lane return assist, collision warning system with pedestrian detection, traffic sign recognition and Intelligent Speed Assist (ISA); GSR2 homologation; Multiple battery monitoring at cell level; fire detection and extinguishing system in the engine compartment
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